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 M E M O R A N D U M 
                                                   EUGENE WATER & ELECTRIC BOARD  

 
 

TO:   Commissioners Brown, Carlson, Morris, Schlossberg, and Barofsky 
FROM: Willamette Treatment Plant Project Team (Karen Kelley, Chief Water Operations 

Officer)  
DATE: March 25, 2026 (April 7, 2026, Board Meeting)  
SUBJECT: Willamette Treatment Plant Progress Report  
OBJECTIVE: Information 
 
 
Issue  
One of EWEB’s 2026 Strategic Goals is to “work with the Board to decide Willamette Drinking 
Water Filtration Plant conditions of continuance and scope based on completed project 
prerequisites”. This project is complex, of high community interest/impact, and as discussed at the 
October 21, 2025, work session, regular (potentially monthly) updates will be provided to the board 
to show the progress made in each area of work.  This memorandum (memo) provides an update 
on the previous month’s progress towards developing a second source of supply on the Willamette 
River. 

 
Background 
EWEB is one of the largest communities in the Pacific Northwest that relies on a single source of 
supply to provide potable water for domestic, fire suppression, and emergency uses. EWEB is 
pursuing development of a second source of water on the Willamette River and is working on several 
aspects of the project at once, including working towards completing a preliminary design (30% 
design), obtaining land use and environmental permitting approvals, and implementing a 
communication strategy. 
 
Discussion 
The following work items were moved forward this month:  
 

• Preliminary Design 
o Staff completed the last 5 workshops and drafted technical memorandums for the 

Intake and Treatment Plant preliminary design. Draft preliminary design report will be 
submitted to staff by the end of April. 

o Completed preliminary site layout drawings. 
• Land Use 

o The Lane County and Springfield Planning Commissions took action at the March 17th 
Planning Commission Meeting and unanimously recommended, without conditions, 
advancing the Development Code and Refinement Plan text amendments to the 
County Commissioners and City Council for approval. 
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o EWEB’s application received 21 comments of support and none in opposition (see 
Attachment A).  

• Environmental Permitting 
o US Army Corps of Engineers provided provisional approval of the Removal/Fill Permit. 

The approval is contingent on issuance of the Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) 401 Certification. 

• Communications 
o Provided project briefings to the Eugene Chamber of Commerce and the Springfield 

Chamber of Commerce.  
o Scheduled a presentation to the Eugene Chamber Local Government Affairs Council 

(LGAC) for April 9.  
o Met with Down to Earth Distributors and Peterson Cat to discuss potential impacts of 

the pipeline construction and ways to mitigate.  
o Participated in listening sessions with MRT on the future of the Willamette Confluence 

property upstream of the intake. 
o Sent notice of land use public comment opportunity to project interest email list.  
o Provided information to Lookout Eugene for a story on the land use hearing.  

Scheduled intake site visit in early April with adjacent neighbors.  
 
Requested Board Action 
This memo is for information purposes only. No action required. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  



Attachment A 

Willamette Treatment Plant Public Comments 
Joint Planning Commission Meeting: Glenwood Refinement Plan and Development Code 
Text Amendments 

-- 

Table of Contents 
Letters of support 

• Eugene Family YMCA 
• State of Oregon, House District 8 
• City of Eugene  
• Rainbow Water District  
• University of Oregon 
• McKenzie River Trust 

Comments of support from individuals 

• Jerry Lidz 
• Hubert Prichard 
• Tom Barkin 
• Andy Howard 
• Chris Dunn 
• Richard Weinman 
• Jennifer McConochie 
• Craig Hickman 
• Kathryn Kruger-Hickman 
• Michael Sullivan 
• Andrew Verner 
• Bruce Able 
• Bob Stager 
• John Haakanson 

 







LISA FRAGALA 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE  
HOUSE DISTRICT 8 
 
March 16, 2026 

City of Springfield 
225 Fifth Street 
Springfield Oregon, 97477 

RE: Springfield Development Code and Glenwood Refinement Plan text amendments; City 
of Springfield (811-25-000061-TYP4, 811-25-000062-TYP4), Lane County (509-PA25-
05436) 

(Submitted via email) 

Dear Planning Commission: 

The Willamette Treatment Plant proposed by the Eugene Water & Electric Board (EWEB) will 
provide a critical second source of drinking water for 200,000 people and has the full support of 
the undersigned. As the state representative for House District 8, and as someone who has spent 
decades working in our schools and local communities, I know that access to clean, reliable 
drinking water is at the heart of Eugene-Springfield’s quality of life. From families at home to 
businesses downtown, every part of our community depends on knowing that water will always 
be safe and available.  

EWEB’s ability to provide water is currently compromised by its reliance on a single water 
source and treatment plant, making the system more vulnerable to disasters, wildfires, extreme 
storms, and climate change. The Willamette Treatment Plant will mitigate these risks by 
providing a secure, seismically resilient facility capable of producing water through extreme 
disasters.    

This investment reflects the collaborative spirit and forward-thinking planning that our 
constituents value and expect from their public institutions. 

Thank you for considering the code and refinement plan text amendments necessary for the 
Willamette Treatment Plant. Your support of EWEB’s treatment plant project will provide our 
community with the resilience needed to withstand natural and human-caused disasters—keeping 
our residents, businesses, and institutions safe and thriving for generations to come. 

Sincerely,  

 

Lisa Fragala 
State Representative 
House District 8 
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March 15, 2026 
 
City of Springfield and Lane County Joint Planning Commission 
Andy Limbard, City of Springfield 
Jared Bauder, Lane County 
(submitted via email) 
 
RE: Glenwood Refinement Plan, Development Code Amendments, and EWEB’s Willamette Facility  

 
Dear Andy, Jared and members of the Commission, 

 
On behalf of the Board and staff of McKenzie River Trust, I submit these comments on the Eugene 
Water and Electric Board (EWEB) proposal to construct a water withdrawal and treatment facility 
on the banks of the Willamette River in Glenwood. We are supportive of the amendments needed to 
allow for the siting of this community resource. We are excited to see how the facility will catalyze 
broader efforts in Springfield and Eugene to better connect the community to its watersheds. 

 
We appreciate EWEB’s attempt to mitigate the impacts of this proposed construction project on existing 
mapped wetlands, the riparian zone, and the river itself beneath the Ordinary High-Water mark. What 
has been proposed appears well-researched and to be consistent with common best practice. We 
appreciate the extent of the planning work that has been coordinated with David Evans and Associates, a 
firm that knows the mitigation process and knows the river well. Given the site’s characteristics and the 
proposed mitigation, we have no great concerns about the underlying work being proposed to construct 
and operate the source water facility. 

 
Perhaps more importantly, we are excited at the prospect of EWEB extending its significant watershed 
conservation investments into the Coast Fork and Middle Fork of the Willamette River, which converge 
approximately one mile upstream of the project site. McKenzie River Trust is the current owner of the 
1,300-acre Willamette Confluence Conservation Area, through which both forks of the river run before 
converging that the actual confluence, just upstream of the EWEB site. Since the first mention of the 
new source water facility years ago, we have encouraged EWEB staff, Commissioners to expand and 
adapt the partnership that has invested in the health of the McKenzie Watershed to the Middle and Coast 
Forks of the Willamette. The partnerships in the McKenzie have contributed to a wide range of 
community benefits: 

Acquiring floodplain land for long term conservation 
Providing financial and technical support for watershed stewardship to farmers and residents 
Removing post-wildfire hazardous materials from the watershed 
Restoring floodplain connectivity and complexity  
Establishing and maintaining a water quality monitoring system 
Establishing and maintaining an emergency hazardous spills response program 
Supporting K-12 and higher education watershed learning opportunities and research
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EWEB has been a core member of the overlapping partnerships driving all of these efforts. Their 
financial support, technical expertise, and commitment to creative experimentation have all provided 
tremendous leverage for community conservation. This is to be expected for a utility that draws upon 
the McKenzie River for its core mission. We know that EWEB will be similarly driven to maintain and 
improve watershed conditions in the Coast and Middle Forks of the Willamette River, given their 
vested interest in the health of the new water supply. 
 
You are likely aware that we have made similar comments of support for the Springfield Utility 
Board’s water treatment project being developed on the McKenzie River, also with strong 
encouragement for ensuring the health and long-term resilience of our rivers’ floodplains. The 
placement of hardened infrastructure in a river or its floodplain should always be undertaken with great 
care, a healthy dose of humility, and with a commitment to the well-being of the larger watershed. The 
need for secondary or redundant water intakes and treatment for the Eugene-Springfield is clear. The 
site EWEB has chosen on the Willamette River appears to be well suited for such a facility. They seem 
to have proposed adequate mitigation for the site impacts.  
 
We look forward to working with EWEB, Lane County, the cities of Springfield and Eugene, 
Willamalane, the US Army Corps of Engineers, and many other community partners to ensure that we 
give back far more to the watershed than we ask of it. With these growing opportunities to expand all 
aspects of source water conservation into the Coast and Middle Forks of the Willamette River, we are 
encouraged to know that EWEB will continue to be a core partner in these efforts. 

 
Please contact me if you have further questions about that collaborative work or about this letter of 
support for the project at hand. 

 
Best wishes, 

 
Joe Moll 
Executive Director 
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