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ongratulations to all 
EWEB Windpower 
customers. As a result of 

their growing support, the output 
of the Foote Creek Rim wind power 
generation project is now fully 
subscribed. 

Thanks to a dramatic increase in 
customer interest, including the ad-
ditions of Lane Community College 
and the City of Eugene (see story at 
right), the EWEB Windpower Pro-
gram achieved full subscription by 
the end of 2006, says Mat Northway, 
Eugene Water & Electric Board’s 
Manager of Energy Management 
Services.

“We now have just over 2,000 
residential and commercial custom-
ers signed up for the entire annual 
20 million kilowatt-hour output of 
the Foote Creek Rim project,” says 
Northway.  “As a result, we stopped 
accepting new sign-ups or percent 
upgrades of EWEB Windpower as of 
February 1, 2007.”
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The Green Scene  In Eugene

How green is Eugene?

Well, not to be outdone by the 
Emerald City in the L. Frank Baum 
classic The Wizard of Oz, Eugene 
weighed in as the #1 green city 
from among major metropolitan 
areas nationwide in a 2006 report 
released by The Green Guide, a 
news and informa-
tion source for green 
living.  The report 
“recognizes cities 
across the country 
that are providing 
the most energy-effi-
cient, least polluting 
and healthy spaces 
in which to live, giv-
ing special recogni-
tion to the top 10.”

“Eugene has worked 
for years – and 
continues to work 
hard – on environ-
mental stewardship 
because we know 
it is the right thing 
to do for the future, and because 
it is a strongly held value in our 
community,” says Eugene Mayor 
Kitty Piercy.

As part of this commitment to sus-
tainability, the City of Eugene also 
signed up as a 25 percent EWEB 
Windpower customer for its core 
facilities, becoming Eugene Water 

& Electric Board’s largest windpower 
customer by purchasing about 2.5 
million kilowatt hours per year of 
clean, renewable wind energy.  As a 
result of the City of Eugene’s com-
mitment to EWEB Windpower, the 
program is now fully subscribed (see 
story at left).

“We felt it was a great way to expand 
our existing sustainability efforts,” 
says Lynne Eichner-Kelley, Sustain-
able Operations Analyst, noting that 
the City of Eugene has a legacy of 
sustainability work dating back to 
the 1980s.

For example, the City of Eugene  
has had an aggressive energy 
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City of Eugene Buys  Wind Power

The Eugene Public Library received an Energy Edge Award



management program for many years.  
Both the Hilyard Community Center and 
the Eugene Public Library have received 
EWEB’s “Energy Edge” awards for achiev-
ing 30 percent more energy efficiency than 
Oregon building code requires in new 
commercial buildings.  These buildings, 
along with many others, continue to save 
energy and money every day by tracking 
usage and by implementing dozens of ef-
ficiency projects, both large and small.

In addition, the City of Eugene has also 
focused on alternative transportation 
options, wetlands and habitat restoration, 
sold waste and recycling, methane recov-
ery and energy generation at the wastewa-
ter treatment plant, solar water heating 
at city pools and fire stations, low-energy 
LED traffic lights and incorporating hybrid 
vehicles into the city’s fleet. 

“In gathering data for a complete inventory 
of greenhouse gas emissions for the com-
munity, we became aware that EWEB has 
some of the cleanest power available,” says 
Eichner-Kelley.  “We are very glad to be able 
to support that effort and help insure that 
our power source remains as clean as it can 
in spite of future load growth.”

City staff has also stepped up sustainabil-
ity efforts to include expanded internal 
recycling, use of biofuels in fleet vehicles, 
using 100 percent recycled paper and 
establishing a green building policy.

“We didn’t realize that our purchase 
would get EWEB to its goal of full sub-
scription,” says Eichner-Kelley, “but we 
were happy to help them achieve that goal 
and begin bringing on new renewable 
resources for everyone in the community.”
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Board Considers 
Windpower Rate 
Increase

The Eugene Water & Electric Board of Com-
missioners is considering an increase in 
EWEB Windpower rates, effective with May 
billings.  The Commissioners will consider 
the increase at a rate hearing scheduled 
during their regular meeting held on Tues-
day, March 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the EWEB 
Headquarters North Building.

The Board of Commissioners who autho-
rized the original windpower rate in 1999 
directed staff to make regular evalua-
tions and to adjust rates, if appropriate, 
to reflect actual changes in the project’s 
costs, says Mat Northway, EWEB’s Man-
ager of Energy Management Services.  In 
prior reviews, the cost changes were small 
enough that Commissioners chose to not 
adjust the rate.  The most recent review 
revealed significant changes in the project 
costs and has prompted the consideration 
of a rate increase.

“The proposed increase, which could be as 
much as 25-40 percent, would be the first 
since the program was initiated in 1999,” 
says Northway.  “The increase is intended 
to reflect the additional costs incurred by 
the Foote Creek Rim Project in southeast-
ern Wyoming. Those costs are a result of 
increased maintenance issues with the 
wind turbines at the facility, and the loss 
of most of the federal tax credit known as 
the Renewable Energy Production Incen-
tive (REPI).”  

The REPI was designed as a federal incen-
tive to encourage the development of new 
renewable resources.  Originally expected to 
be approximately $400,000 per year for the 
first ten years of the project’s life, the recent 
allocation of funds from the federal govern-
ment has dipped below $100,000.  This has 
produced a financial shortfall requiring an 
increase in the rates. 

Any increase in the EWEB Windpower rate 
will require approval by the EWEB Commis-
sioners at their March 20 meeting.




