
M E M O R A N D U M 

EUGENE WATER & ELECTRIC BOARD 

          Corporate Services Division 

 
TO:  Commissioners Farmer, Brown, Cassidy, Cunningham, and Ernst   

FROM:   Jim Origliosso  

DATE:    August 25, 2009  

SUBJECT: Board Practices for Contract Approval 
    
 

Various Board members have inquired about the dollar thresholds for contracts brought by Staff for 

approval.  The attached sheet describes the thresholds within the following context: 

 

1. Oregon statutes delegate contracting authority to the local governing body (Board) per 

ORS279A.060. 

2. Board delegates all its contracting authority to the General Manager with some exceptions. 

3. Board stipulated exceptions include: 

a. Board approval of all Goods, Equipment and Construction contracts of $100,000 or 

greater. 

b. Board approval of all Personal Services contracts of $20,000 or greater. 

4. State law requires formal bidding of: 

a. Goods and Services Contracts of $150,000 or greater 

b.  Public Improvement (construction) Contracts of $100,000 or greater. 

5. Board stipulated approval thresholds are separate from and independent of the bidding 

requirements of State statute.  In other words, the statute does not require the Board to 

approve these contracts, it only requires that a formal bidding process be used to award the 

contracts.    
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